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Building with Wisdom —
It Begins in the Family

NREFH

Prov 24:3-6

Saying 21

3 By wisdom a house is built, and
through understanding it is established;

4 through knowledge its rooms are filled
with rare and beautiful treasures.

Saying 22

5 The wise prevail through great power,
and those who have knowledge muster
their strength.

6 Surely you need guidance to wage war,
and victory is won through many advisers.

BlE
Introduction

Emphasis by world today is on youth and vitality;
strength belies those who are young and energetic,
but the Bible says it is by knowledge where rooms
are filled with treasures. These speak of
knowledgeable people who wield real strength and
power. This is not physical power, but that which
stems from one’s strength. Wisdom upon

understanding brings one from strength to strength.

It’s not age nor physical strength; it’s inner strength
that stems from wisdom
to face life’s challenges.

v6 says that when wars
are waged (daily battles).
It is good to face them
with wise guidance,
which will give rise to
strategies to fight these
many battles. We will say
the right words, do the
right things to the right
people at the right time with the right means at the
right place!

We will ask how we may master these aspects of
power and wisdom. God says we will need to seek
the guidance of wise counsellors to assure victory.
These are brothers and sisters who walk the same
path with us with same hearts and minds.
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The Bible attaches Great importance on family and elders

Prov 1:8, 4:1

These verses remind us to listen to our parents.
Sadly, the younger generation feel their elders are
passe and behind-time. We live in an age where
purchases can be made using our fingers via the
web; even banking via a computer! The elders bring
their bank-books to the bank instead. This difference
doesn’t imply that our parents have become any less
knowledgeable than our children. We begin to
realise that education (or the lack of it), they face
trials by drawing from their wealth of experience
and wisdom acquired throughout their lifetime. We
also realise that the restraints and limitations
imposed on us are out of love for us, because they
want to create a safe and happy environment for us.

Prov 30:17

This carries a strict warning that the eye that mocks
a father or scorns the aged mother will be pecked
out by the ravens and eaten by vultures! Such a
severe punishment from God for disobedience.
Parents, like us, have shortcomings, and some of us
may have wounds from our parental bringing-up,
and we are scarred in our hearts, but despite all
these, God is telling us not to blame our parents, nor
mock them. We should pray for these hurts we may
carry with us.

As children of God, we should be transformed by
God and the people around us, and fill us with
positive ideas and thoughts.

Let us start with ourselves and do well in this area.
Let’s pray that God be our strength so that we will
build such blessed families, that through His grace,
we will put something positive into the lives of our
children, nephews or nieces. This is so because God'’s
blessings begin with the family. It’s the starting to
moulding the next generation; this is our legacy from
our older generation. We must also have this idea in
our minds to impart this to future generations after
having been nurtured ourselves; to discern the
colourful bits of life from the black ones!
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BMNHEECHRRRETHA?

What Legacy to we wish to leave to future generations?

A famous writer once wrote that he wished to leave
behind 2 things to his future generations; what
would we leave behind?
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Hodding Carter: 2 lasting requests to bequeath his kids; ROOTS and WINGS.

RR: BeMERaRE, EARENHTT.

Roots: points them to their homes, whatever is stable.

Our Roots are God Himself as Christians; that we
may be rooted in God. After Joshua came to Canaan,
he offered the people either the lands or following
the Lord, but for himself and his family, that they
would serve the Lord. This would guarantee that his
future generations could weather life’s trials and
tribulations without wavering in the Lord’s strength.

sk B EFEFNNE
Video link: The story of Rick and Dick Hoyt
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s0Vt6W5VIzc

The greatest wealth a parent can give their children
is a bequest of faith/belief. The video shows how a
parent’s love/faith can overcome overwhelming
odds and infirmities! The father would swim, run and
cycle with the son in tow. It was difficult for both
father and son; the father with son in tow, and the
son, facing the wind and water from behind. This
brought both of them close together, and the father
showed his son how to live life without regrets; that
joy and pleasure can be found amidst limitations!
This is life with Wisdom, and courage to live life
wisely. Let God also grant us this indomitable
wisdom in life, but this has to begin in the family.

Prov 22:6

Get off to a good and correct start. These are the
roots of life which we will bequeath our children.
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WES: ILeM w8, LB, #AET EEEESR.

Wings: Enable them to fly and soar, to go to wider worlds of understanding.

Wings to undertake the mission of life; an education
that involves us parents walking our talk, so our kids
learn to fly by watching our example; daring to try
and fly.
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ZE {41 89/]\E 3£ =) K {THow Eagles Push Their Eaglets to Learn to Fly
A S B David McNally, Nicholas GunnfiJ35 %, Video by David McNally, Music by Nicholas Gunn

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fiXz1sFuGh4

Which is us? The one nudged or the one nudging
others? Imagine a mother eagle pushing her egret
off a cliff knowing there’s nothing below for a safety
net. If the egret is unable to fly, the mother will fly
below the helpless egret to raise it up to safety. An
eagle that cannot fly and soar, is not an eagle!

Such is our God. He is there before we hit Bottom.
As parents, we should know when it is time for our
wards to fly or learn to do so! Even an eagle, a bird
knows this! True motherly love involves knowing
when to step aside, letting go when it’s time to let
go, and allowing our kids to grow up and have their
own families.

Ps 127:4, This notion doesn’t only apply to mothers.
Our kids are like arrows in he hands of a warrior.
Parents nurture our kids like the bow, and our kids
the arrow on the bow. The father stretches and pulls
the bow, point it in the right direction, bless the kid
and let him go; and the arrow flies off. But this arrow
shoots straight off and will not fly back, with the
arrow inheriting the mission from his father for his
own life.

YE=F_tinhva
Building with Wisdom

There is time and season for both roots and wing-
building and development. The story of Jack and the
Swallow. Jack was telling a swallow how fortunate it
was being able to fly wherever it wanted to go,
unlike Jack who hadn’t been anywhere.
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The swallow stopped
preening its feathers and
replied that flying freely in
the skies doesn’t amount
to going anywhere,
because it first has to know
where it wanted to go, and
aimless flying can be tiring
accompanied by a sense of
homelessness.” Unlike the
boy who had a home and
always knew he had a
home, the swallow had to
follow patterns and
migratory seasons.

Jack still envied the
swallow because he had
dreams of sprouting wings and flying off and away
from his parents’ nagging, like the seemingly free
swallow. The swallow now replied softly, ‘Wings
don’t make one a swallow, or an angel. To be a
swallow, sacrifices are involved; leave the parents,
friends, a warm home, and hide in rain amongst the
bushes in the forest, facing unexpected dangers like
hungry foxes awaiting a quick swallow-meal. Nature
has laws too, and these laws have to be obeyed to
ensure survival.

Swallow to Boy: Instead of envying me, try finding
interest and pleasure in your own life; find pleasure
and joy amidst the restrictions, and in doing so, find
true freedom! In building our family with wisdom,
imparting roots to our future generations, we will
find constraints and limitations. We will have to
learn how to find joy amidst these constraints and
limitations, so that when the day comes when God
shoots us from His bow, we will know where danger
abounds and how to deal with it.

it

Conclusions

We need to learn how to live lives of freedom amidst
restraints and this all begins with a family.

X—tIMREEF! Itall beginsin the family!
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Introduction

To succeed in being a
Christian family unit, we
need to be aware of its
threats. This family
includes our families, our
friends’ families, and the
families within the SKMC
community.

Threats: an
indication/warning of
probable trouble. Personal threats are dangers that
something bad could happen to them. We need to
be aware of this because it has potentially damaging
consequences to all our families.

Threats are like railways going in slightly different
directions, and often without even our noticing it,
we could be travelling on different tracks that
appear to head in the same direction, but end up in
different destinations.

1. 3 M A= R AR R

Obliterating Gender Differences

Gen 1:27

27 So God created mankind in his own image, in the
image of God he created them;
male and female he created them.

We are created male or female. God didn’t create
male and female. Feminists will say there should not
be distinctions between the genders. Watch kids at
the playground; girls sit down to talk and boys will
run all over. Genders DO behave differently!

%Eﬁ%—AEEm%
BiExRE, BRNBEER
IRE e B E ST B B
I REBERNBE
CHIRE. FHMAAEL
I E A R BB EA
EFHRE.
BB =TI RES| & AY]
BIER/ES, DPAEBDBERE, 28
EEEMMNE LA FHNERE. BRNE
BiIREX—m, BATCTXKENABENRE
#RH O] RE i AR ARER .

BN FL 5B B RS A B 89 75 (20 Bt RO BRER
FEEARELEE, BMNTEMEARNHE
FERT., XEHEFECRBAER 1T
@RI, ERALHRIKARERNEH,

RIHiT 1:27

27 L REMANEAREEAN, BELT
AR EIEM), #eE T M), BFF
Z.

BHEE, AEFx (BHaliL) .
EHFREUERNE XM HES MR

Ao EMEXEBRRMAZBANIZEX
. BREBENS ENZTFA, TZELT
(UX, BEMNNEDALRE., Szl
T ARIAZEA—HH!



F B3 EE Theme Talk 2

EEBRERE MR EFEXBE ) Christian Family and Its Threats

Satan wants to deface God’s image by obliterating
gender differences (eg. LGBTQ) In recent research in
America, 1966, 65% opposed same-sex marriages.
2013, this dropped to 45%, and this figure is
dropping with time. Survey results do not tally with
reports for those that support LGBTQ.

We don’t want to condemn our brothers and sisters
who are struggling with this problem. Sins abound,
lust, murder...they are sins. Statistics show 1.88% of
the people struggle with this problem. We should
not condemn people struggling with this problem,
but instead walk with them and help them.

We all have our personal sins and bondages and
struggle with them.
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Confusion of Gender Roles —Loving Headship of the Husband and Father

Males and females are equal but the roles differ.

Ephesians 5 - the husband is the loving head of the
wife and family.

But men are not fulfilling this responsibility e.g.
Adam and Abraham. (Eg. Adam and Araham) When
Eve was tempted by the serpent, Adam just stood
there doing nothing. He even ate the fruit Eve gave
him. Men have had this problem since time
beginning. Think about Abraham and Sarah. Men
have been listening to their wives instead of leading.

Instead of leading, the wife is actually leading. Men
who are not leading or absent are a serious problem.
90% of homeless kids are from fatherless homes.
80% of rapists come from fatherless homes. Kids
who grow up in father-absent homes have a
distorted view of sexuality, but this does not have to
be the case with us. God can help us overcome these
statistics and cause changes in us. Men have been in
the background for far too long.

Social research shows the impact of the failure of
fathers.
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3. RZEBEREHFT SHEMAvERK

Lack of Christian Family Education and Impartation of Faith

Men have a major part to play in the impartation of
faith to their children. Men play a primary role in the
impartation of faith in days of old. Only men were
trained in the Torah in the Old Testament.

Men were primarily responsible in the Old and New
Testaments — Deut 6:4-9. and Eph 6:4. Many
churches have issues keeping youth numbers in
check and they continue in the faith. This has much
to do with the fathers’ roles in the family. National
studies of Youth and Religion, the most important
factor in children continuing the faith are parents.

Because men are not doing this, the impartation of
faith to the next generation has been affected.

Social research also shows the parents’ faith to be
the most important determinant in faith impartation
to their children.

Christian Education today needs to begin looking at
the involvement of parents not only in the
ministries, but also to train parents how to lead their
families spiritually.

We may teach our children in the ways of the Lord,
but some of our children may have difficulties
finding the relevance of God. Parents are willing to
go to hell with the knowledge that their children can
make it to heaven. There is no magic formula to
ensure the salvation of our children, but we must
rely on God’s Grace and Mercy for this to happen,
with us keeping vigilant prayer over them. God Can
Save, despite our mistakes. We need to pray and
believe, and do all we can to give our kids the best
opportunity to believe, without any guarantee in
tow, but this cannot become our stumbling block!
Satan wants to trap the next generation, and it’s a
journey we MUST take to bring our children back to
the Lord.
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4. EEEREEB EANBER

Christian Families pursuing the Wrong Earthly Goal

Why do families exist?

Gen 2:8,15 - to take care of God’s temple and His
business.

To take care of God’s temple and His business. The
bible says that God put Man there to work and take
care of the garden. This, in Hebrew, refers to the
duties of the Levites in the temple. The garden was
thus the first temple, a garden temple, and man was
put there to work the temple and worship God.

Eph 5:25-27 —to grow in holiness.

Christian families instead take care of their own
business and enjoy their earthly blessings first. And
the role of the parents is seen to be providing for the
material welfare of their children, to give them the
best in life.

We need to walk our talk. Even in schools, Christian
parents deter their children from taking up Divinity
studies, because material success takes a higher
place than the souls of our children.

Mark 8:36. What good is it to a man who gains the
world only to lose his soul.

Wesley: All these bodily enjoyments don’t feed the
soul.

it

Conclusions

We study 25 years, work hard for 25 years, in order
to retire at 50, with the hopes of enjoying the next
25 years. This makes sense if we live for 100 years,
but what sense would all these preparations make if
we live 1,000,000 years? This is the reality of eternity
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Introduction

Why keep quiet at worship service?
Ans: Because some people are sleeping :P

To have strong families, we need strong Christians,
and for this, we need a strong church!

Let’s look at Church Family and its threats today.

| . SIS B HKE?

How to Build the Church Family?

L1 BB RENZEXFN?
How not To Build The Church Family?

Concert, Country Club. Supermarket (choose what
we wanna consume), Hospital (come only when
sick), School, Community Centre (come to
socialise), Dating Service (to find our future
companions).

These are some things people treat the church
like!

1.2 FHFAMTESL?
How Is God Building?

Ephesians 5:25-27,

Goal —holy and blameless. Method - social
Holiness.

Made more holy by His Word; doing this together;
speaking the truth in love.

It’s hard to become holy alone because we need
others alongside to encourage and speak the truth
to us. We only change because someone else tells
us the truth; we all have blind spots, or we could
change all by ourselves. We are all very happy
where we are.
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Likewise in church, we need a small group to speak
the truth in love to us, to share honestly with us!

This was what Methodism was about.

““Holy Solitaries” is a phrase no more consistent
with the gospel than Holy Adulterers. The gospel of
Christ knows of no religion, but social; no holiness
but social holiness. Faith working by love, is the
length and breadth and depth and height of

Christian perfection.”

The Methodists of old fasted twice a day!
Methodist services used to be 5 am, before work,
and these services ran EVERY DAY! In some places,
there were 2 services; morning before work and
evenings after work. This is our Methodist
heritage, but it is all pointless if we don’t grow in
holiness and love!

We say we love each other, but true love is
sacrificial! Prayers for true love will always bring
difficult people into our midst, to test and train us!

Two rules of Bands: “To speak freely the true state
of our souls, with the faults we have committed in
thought, word, or deed, and the temptations we
have felt, since our last meeting. And then to let
the rest ask him, as many and as searching
guestions as may be, concerning their state, sins

and temptations.”

Imagine being able to share our weaknesses and
temptations with our small group. By the time
Wesley died, there were 136,000 Methodists in
American and Europe. This number grew until
1776, when in America alone, Methodists
accounted for 2.5% of all Christians and by 1850,
they numbered 34% of all Christians. Had the 2
Wesley brothers not had small groups, the
Methodist movement would have died an
infantile death. Once the focus on holiness is lost,
the Church will become very weak.

There is grace that would otherwise not be
experienced if Christians are not in physical
spiritual fellowship together (Rom 1:11-12).

Paul used the word gift, which is Charisma, the
grace of favour. There are some gifts that cannot
be imparted without physical representation; let
this be a note to the supporters on Web-based
grace and church.
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SR EI R ETE XA ERD Church Family and Its Threats

We need both Cell Group and Discipleship Group.

Small groups give us a sense of belonging, but
Discipleship groups help us nurture and grow each
other. Methodism is about heart experiences and
inward conversion.

BAVFEHAE/ A (Cell Group)tB FZ[THE
4k /\2H (Discipleship Group).,
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Threats to God’s Goal for the Church-Lessons from End-Times Warnings

The following verses are end-time threats.
#1838 Hebrews 10:22-25

Warning against not meeting in a small group.

Bible says to stay close to God, we need to continue
meeting in small groups. The early church used to
meet in peoples’ homes. These small groups of
people were made up of families who knew and
loved each other. Now we have 300 in a
congregation, and closeness and holiness cannot be
achieved, so the small groups become Very
Important and Critical.

IR K538 2 Timothy 4:3-4

Warning against being attracted to teachers and
teachings that promote selfish desires and lusts.

This is from the Bible, and is what’s happening
today, and poses serious concerns to the Church!
Some teachings promise the heavens and the earth,
and whatever desires we may have! 2000 years ago,
the Bible has already warned us about preaching and
teachings that promote selfish desires and lusts.

b3 % FE bl J5 B 2 Thessalonians 2:1-12

Same warning plus lie so powerful that believers
believe it as truth.

I2EE K5 2 Timothy 3:1-5

Warning against religiosity but yet being self-centred,
unloving, unholy and living a fleshly life at the same
time.

In these last days, there will be Christians in church
worshipping God, but pursuing earthly & selfish
pleasures!
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Jude i KB

False teachers within the church will use the belief in
the grace of God to promote un-holiness, lusts, and
evil desires.

The essence: teachings that promote worldliness
and not holiness are false.

Whatever we believe, does it make us more holy or
worldly, self-centred, or God-Centred?

SERBEMMNERRIE, FAXN EFEH
HAEEREHFERAZE, BRI EORE,
EmsZ: RHAEEIMAEZENBNE
HIRH.
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A Lesson From Methodism - John Fletcher's Response To Wrong Teachings

You need not change, repent, confess nor cry out to
God for mercy. Your present and future sins have
already been forgiven, cleansed by the blood of
Jesus.

This denies personal responsibility with regards
to a believer and their sin.

Your only part is to believe. Christ has done all the
work. You need not act, but rest in your belief.

This denies practical obedience to God and the
Gospel, and spiritual labour.

Christ has taken your judgment. You will not be
judged for your sins.

It denies that we will each give an account
to God for the words which we have
spoken, and for the works which we have
done.

All these teachings Fletcher? says, “promote self-
indulgence. They allow people to call Christ "Lord!
Lord!" without departing from sin. They allow those
"who walk after the flesh" to falsely believe that
there is no condemnation to them on account of
their profession of faith. Instead of producing a true,
and righteous change in their hearts, they only add
fuel to the fire of their self-centeredness, bitterness
to their bad tempers, and give license to continue
living their worldly lives. Basically, they give a false
security and assurance of salvation.”

! Fletcher was a contemporary of John Wesley (the founder of
Methodism), a key interpreter of Wesleyan theology in the 18th
century, and one of Methodism's first great theologians. Of French
Huguenot stock, his given name was actually Jean Guillaume de la
Fléchére. Fletcher was renowned in Britain for his piety and
generosity; when asked if he had any needs, he responded, "...I want
nothing but more grace."
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